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Modification of the aerodynamic 
resistance formulation 
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Context 

•  Shifting from the 2-layer hydrological scheme to the 
11-layer one increases latent heat flux for some 
PFT’s 

-  That is due to the 
evaporative 
component  

-  It acts at winter time for 
deciduous trees when 
no canopy coverage 

OBS 
2-layer 
11-layer 

Latent Heat flux @ Walker 
Branch site (TeDBF) 
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How evaporation is represented ? 

•  In the 2-layer scheme, there is an explicit soil 
resistance to evaporation 

•  In the 11-layer scheme, the potential 
evapotranspiration is the flux set as a boundary 
condition to the diffusion scheme. 
–  Either the potential evapotranspiration can be supplied 
–  Either a minimal evaporation flux is defined by setting the 

soil water content of the first layer to the residual  
 
⇒ Different schemes, no direct comparison 
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Many sources of uncertainties 

•  Only measurements of the evapotranspiration, no 
direct measurements of evaporation 

•  Evaporation and transpiration components are 
driven by the LAI which is computed by ORCHIDEE 
⇒ Differences between observed and modelled LAI 

•  Observed Energy budget is not closed by approx. 
15-20% 
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Latent heat flux on different vegetation types 

 

•  Good performance of the 11-layer scheme over 
cropland sites, even during bare soil periods (only 
evaporation, no transpiration) 

OBS 
2-layer 
11-layer 
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Searching for possible processes … 

•  That may explain the bias on evaporation 
•  Modelled differently for crops and forests PFT within 

ORCHIDEE 
⇒  Aerodynamic resistance and the 

parameterization of the roughness height 

  

resistance and a single aerodynamic resistance to heat and vapor.
The PM model for estimation of actual evaporation can be formu-
lated as follows (Brutsaert, 2005):

kE ¼ DAþ qcpðe$ % eÞ=ra

Dþ c 1þ rs
ra

! " ð1Þ

where kE is actual evaporation in W m%2, k is the latent heat of
vaporization (2.43 ' 106 J kg%1), D is the slope of the saturation
water vapor pressure curve at an air temperature Ta, q is air density
(m3 kg%1), c is the psychrometric constant defined as
c ¼ cpPa=ð0:622kÞ with cp being specific heat capacity of air
(J kg%1 K%1), and Pa is the air pressure in Pa. e⁄ % e is the vapor pres-
sure deficit, with e⁄ the saturation vapor pressure and e the actual
vapor pressure of the surrounding air (both in Pa). The aerodynamic
and surface resistance parameters (ra and rs) are in units of s m%1. A
is the available energy, defined as A = Rn % G0 with Rn and G0

describing the net radiation and ground heat flux, respectively.
The aerodynamic resistance formulation used in the standard

PM model of this study is that of Thom (1975) (hereafter Thom’s
equation):

ra ¼
1

j2ua
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z% d0
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where z is measurement height (m), ua is wind speed (m s%1),
j = 0.41 is von Karman’s constant, d0 is displacement height and
z0m and z0v are the roughness heights for momentum and water
vapor transfer, respectively (all in meters). Following Brutsaert
(2005), we assume z0v = z0h with z0h being the roughness height
for heat transfer. It is common practice to use roughness parameters
(d0, z0m, z0h) with static values calculated as a fraction of the canopy
height (hc), so here we employ the equations suggested by Brutsaert
(2005):

d0 ¼ 0:6 _6hc

z0m ¼ 0:1hc

z0h ¼ 0:01hc

ð3Þ

For the estimation of the surface resistance, the Jarvis scheme of
Jacquemin and Noilhan (1990) (hereafter Jarvis method) is used
(see Appendix B).

2.3.2. Two-layer Shuttleworth–Wallace (SW) model
The Penman–Monteith model was extended to a two-layer con-

figuration by Shuttleworth and Wallace (1985) (SW) that included
separate canopy and soil layers. The total evaporation in the SW
model is kE ¼ CcPMc þ CsPMs, where Cc and Cs are resistance func-
tions for canopy and soil (respectively). PMc and PMs are terms that
represent the Penman–Monteith equation applied to full canopy
and to bare soil:

PMc ¼
DAþ qcpðe$%eÞ%Drc

aAs
ra

aþrc
a

Dþ c 1þ rc
s=ðra

a þ rc
aÞ

' ( ð4Þ

PMs ¼
DAþ qcpðe$%eÞ%Drs

aðA%AsÞ
ra

aþrs
a

Dþ c 1þ rc
s=ðra

a þ rc
aÞ

' ( ð5Þ

where A is the available energy for the complete canopy
(A = Rn % G0) and As is the available energy at the soil surface
(As ¼ Rs

n % G0)). Rs
n is net radiation at the soil surface, which can be

calculated using Beer’s law as Rs
n ¼ Rn expð%C ( LAIÞ, with C = 0.7

representing the extinction coefficient of the vegetation for net
radiation. The resistance parameters in the SW model include bulk
canopy resistance (rc

s), soil surface resistance (rs
s), aerodynamic

resistance between soil and canopy (rs
a), canopy bulk boundary

layer resistance (rc
a) and aerodynamic resistance between the

canopy source height and a reference level above the canopy (ra
a).

In application of the SW model, ra
a and rs

a are calculated using the
methodology by Shuttleworth and Gurney (1990) (hereafter
SG90). Details of the SW model formulation, as well as the standard
parameterization of the resistances used in this study are detailed
in Appendix C.

2.3.3. Three-source Mu et al. (2011) (Mu) model
The three-source PM model used in this investigation is based

on that developed by Mu et al. (2011). In the Mu model, total evap-
oration is partitioned into evaporation from the intercepted water
in the wet canopy (kEwc), transpiration from the canopy (kEt) and
evaporation from the soil (kEs), defined as kE ¼ kEs þ kEt þ kEwc.
Evaporation for each source component is derived from the PM
equation and weighted based on fractional vegetation cover (fc),
relative surface wetness (fw) and available energy.
Parameterization of aerodynamic and surface resistance for each
source is based on biome specific (constant) values of leaf and
stomatal conductances for water vapor and sensible heat transfer,
scaled by vegetation phenology and meteorological variables. From
a forcing data perspective, one advantage of the resistance param-
eterization in the Mu model is that it does not require wind speed
and soil moisture data: two variables that are often difficult to pre-
scribe accurately. Specific details of the model formulation are pro-
vided in Appendix D.

2.4. Inclusion of a dynamic roughness parameterization

In addition to assuming roughness parameters (d0, z0m, z0h) as a
constant fraction of the canopy height (i.e. static roughness) as
detailed above, these variables can also be estimated via a physi-
cally-based method. Su et al. (2001) used vegetation phenology,
air temperature and wind speed to provide dynamic values of
roughness parameters based on the land surface condition.
Details of this method are provided in Appendix E.

2.5. Developing model parameterization scenarios

To examine the influence of resistance schemes and model
structure on flux simulations, we developed fourteen unique sce-
narios. Details of these distinct combinations are provided in
Table 1. For the default model implementations described above
(denoted here as PM0, SW0 and Mu0), parameterizations of the
aerodynamic and surface resistances are not modified. For each
model type, alternative scenarios are developed to examine the
influence of aerodynamic and surface resistance parameterization
(see Appendices B–E) and are denoted by superscripts 1, 2, 3, 4

Table 1
Features of the fourteen model parameterisation combinations for estimating
evaporation, where rs is the surface resistance and ra is the aerodynamic resistance
(see Section 2.3 and Appendices B–D for model and parameterization details).

Scenario Model rs ra Roughness

PM0 PM Jarvis Thom Static
PM1 PM Mu Thom Static
PM2 PM Jarvis Thom Dynamic
PM3 PM Mu Thom Dynamic
PM4 PM Mu Mu N/A

SW0 SW Jarvis SG90 Static
SW1 SW Mu SG90 Static
SW2 SW Jarvis Thom Dynamic
SW3 SW Mu Thom Dynamic
SW4 SW Mu Mu N/A

Mu0 Mu Mu Mu N/A
Mu1 Mu Mu Thom Dynamic
Mu2 Mu Mu Thom Static
Mu3 Mu Jarvis Mu N/A
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 where 
–  z is measurement height (m) 
–  ua is wind speed (ms-1) 
–  k von Karman’s constant 
–  d0 is displacement height 

–  z0m and z0v the roughness 
heights for momentum and 
water vapor transfer 
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Roughness height calculation in ORCHIDEE 
•  Calculation of the averaged z0 for a grid point  

–  For true bare soil and “bare soil” of vegetated PFTs 
z0 = 0.01 m   weighted by tot_baresoil 

–  For grass and crops 
z0 = 1/16 * height    weighted by veget 

–  For trees 
z0 = 1/16 * height    weighted by veget_max   

⇒ One assumes that the trunk and the branches 
impact as a full canopy coverage on z0 

•  Search for literature supporting that z0 varies with 
LAI 
–  Ershadi et al. (2015) uses the formulation of Su et al. (2001) 
–  An evaluation of different z0 formulations by Liu et al. (2007) 
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Formulation of Su et al . (2001) 

•  Roughness height for momentum transfer  
 
where 
–  hc is the canopy height 
–  η is the ratio of friction velocity to wind speed, defined as function of LAI 

•  Roughness height for water vapor transfer 
 

 
 
 
where 

 fc the fraction of canopy coverage and fs the fraction of soil coverage 

where rs
a and rs

s are aerodynamic and surface resistances for the soil
surface. RHVPD=b is a soil moisture constraint that is used following
Fisher et al. (2008). This function is based on the complementary
hypothesis and describes land–atmosphere interactions via the air
vapor pressure deficit VPD and relative humidity RH, with b
assigned a constant value of 200. The soil surface resistance rs

s is cal-
culated as:

rs
s ¼ rcorrrtotc ðD14Þ

where rtotc is a function of VDP and biological parameters rmin
bl and

rmax
bl as follows:

rtotc ¼

rmax
bl VPD 6 VPDopen

rmax
bl $

rmax
bl $rmin

blð Þ%ðVPDclose$VPDÞ
VPDclose$VPDopen

VPDopen < VPD < VPDclose

rmin
bl VPD P VPDclose

8
>><

>>:

ðD15Þ

VPDopen is the VPD when there is no water stress on transpiration
and VPDclose is the VPD when water stress causes stomata to close
almost completely, halting plant transpiration. Values for rmax

bl ,
rmin

bl , VPDopen and VPDclose are listed in Table B1.
The aerodynamic resistance at the soil surface (rs

a) is parallel to
both the resistance to convective heat transfer (rs

h) and the resis-
tance to radiative heat transfer rs

r , with its components calculated
as:

rs
a ¼

rs
hrs

r

rs
h þ rs

r
ðD16Þ

where rs
r ¼ rwc

r and rs
h ¼ rs

s.
Table 2 shows the Biome-Property-Lookup-Table (BPLT) used in

the Mu model. As explained by Mu et al. (2011), VPD and Tmin

parameters were derived from calibrations performed by Zhao
et al. (2005), but other parameters were calibrated based on biome
aggregated observed evaporation and Gross Primary Production
(GPP) values at 46 AmeriFlux tower sites, some of which are
included in the current study.

Appendix E. The dynamic roughness parameterization method

In the Su et al. (2001) method, the roughness height for
momentum transfer is calculated as:

z0m ¼ hc 1$ d0

hc

! "
exp $j

g

! "
ðE1Þ

where hc is the canopy height and g is the ratio of friction velocity to
the wind speed at the canopy top, calculated as
g = c1 $ c2 exp($c3CdLAI) with c1 = 0.32, c2 = 0.264, c3 = 15.1 and
the drag coefficient Cd = 0.2. The roughness length for heat transfer
(z0h) can be derived by assuming an exponential relationship

between z0m and z0h as z0h = z0m/exp(jB$1), where B$1 is the inverse
Stanton number. To estimate the jB$1 parameter, the method of Su
et al. (2001) suggests:

jB$1 ¼ jCd

4Ctb 1$ exp $ nec
2

# $# $ f 2
c þ 2f cf s

jgz0m=hc

C't
þ jB$1

s f 2
s ðE2Þ

where fc is the fractional canopy coverage and fs is its complement
(for soil coverage). Ct is the heat transfer coefficient of the leaf, C't is
the heat transfer coefficient of the soil and nec is within-canopy
wind speed profile extinction coefficient.

As noted by Su (2002), the first term of Eq. (E2) follows the full
canopy model of Choudhury and Monteith (1988), the third term is
that of Brutsaert (1982) for a bare soil surface and the second term
describes the interaction between vegetation and a bare soil sur-
face. Following Brutsaert (1999), for a bare soil surface the jB$1

s

is calculated as jB$1
s ¼ 2:46Re1=4

' $ lnð7:4Þ with Re⁄ being the
Reynolds number. More details about the methodology and formu-
lation are available in Su et al. (2001) and Su (2002).

Appendix F. Supplementary material

Supplementary data associated with this article can be found, in
the online version, at http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jhydrol.2015.04.
008.
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where rs
a and rs

s are aerodynamic and surface resistances for the soil
surface. RHVPD=b is a soil moisture constraint that is used following
Fisher et al. (2008). This function is based on the complementary
hypothesis and describes land–atmosphere interactions via the air
vapor pressure deficit VPD and relative humidity RH, with b
assigned a constant value of 200. The soil surface resistance rs

s is cal-
culated as:

rs
s ¼ rcorrrtotc ðD14Þ

where rtotc is a function of VDP and biological parameters rmin
bl and

rmax
bl as follows:

rtotc ¼

rmax
bl VPD 6 VPDopen

rmax
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VPDopen is the VPD when there is no water stress on transpiration
and VPDclose is the VPD when water stress causes stomata to close
almost completely, halting plant transpiration. Values for rmax

bl ,
rmin

bl , VPDopen and VPDclose are listed in Table B1.
The aerodynamic resistance at the soil surface (rs

a) is parallel to
both the resistance to convective heat transfer (rs

h) and the resis-
tance to radiative heat transfer rs

r , with its components calculated
as:

rs
a ¼

rs
hrs

r

rs
h þ rs

r
ðD16Þ

where rs
r ¼ rwc

r and rs
h ¼ rs

s.
Table 2 shows the Biome-Property-Lookup-Table (BPLT) used in

the Mu model. As explained by Mu et al. (2011), VPD and Tmin

parameters were derived from calibrations performed by Zhao
et al. (2005), but other parameters were calibrated based on biome
aggregated observed evaporation and Gross Primary Production
(GPP) values at 46 AmeriFlux tower sites, some of which are
included in the current study.

Appendix E. The dynamic roughness parameterization method

In the Su et al. (2001) method, the roughness height for
momentum transfer is calculated as:

z0m ¼ hc 1$ d0

hc
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exp $j

g

! "
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where hc is the canopy height and g is the ratio of friction velocity to
the wind speed at the canopy top, calculated as
g = c1 $ c2 exp($c3CdLAI) with c1 = 0.32, c2 = 0.264, c3 = 15.1 and
the drag coefficient Cd = 0.2. The roughness length for heat transfer
(z0h) can be derived by assuming an exponential relationship

between z0m and z0h as z0h = z0m/exp(jB$1), where B$1 is the inverse
Stanton number. To estimate the jB$1 parameter, the method of Su
et al. (2001) suggests:

jB$1 ¼ jCd

4Ctb 1$ exp $ nec
2

# $# $ f 2
c þ 2f cf s

jgz0m=hc

C't
þ jB$1

s f 2
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where fc is the fractional canopy coverage and fs is its complement
(for soil coverage). Ct is the heat transfer coefficient of the leaf, C't is
the heat transfer coefficient of the soil and nec is within-canopy
wind speed profile extinction coefficient.

As noted by Su (2002), the first term of Eq. (E2) follows the full
canopy model of Choudhury and Monteith (1988), the third term is
that of Brutsaert (1982) for a bare soil surface and the second term
describes the interaction between vegetation and a bare soil sur-
face. Following Brutsaert (1999), for a bare soil surface the jB$1

s

is calculated as jB$1
s ¼ 2:46Re1=4

' $ lnð7:4Þ with Re⁄ being the
Reynolds number. More details about the methodology and formu-
lation are available in Su et al. (2001) and Su (2002).
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where rs
a and rs

s are aerodynamic and surface resistances for the soil
surface. RHVPD=b is a soil moisture constraint that is used following
Fisher et al. (2008). This function is based on the complementary
hypothesis and describes land–atmosphere interactions via the air
vapor pressure deficit VPD and relative humidity RH, with b
assigned a constant value of 200. The soil surface resistance rs

s is cal-
culated as:

rs
s ¼ rcorrrtotc ðD14Þ

where rtotc is a function of VDP and biological parameters rmin
bl and

rmax
bl as follows:

rtotc ¼

rmax
bl VPD 6 VPDopen

rmax
bl $

rmax
bl $rmin

blð Þ%ðVPDclose$VPDÞ
VPDclose$VPDopen

VPDopen < VPD < VPDclose
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bl VPD P VPDclose
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VPDopen is the VPD when there is no water stress on transpiration
and VPDclose is the VPD when water stress causes stomata to close
almost completely, halting plant transpiration. Values for rmax

bl ,
rmin

bl , VPDopen and VPDclose are listed in Table B1.
The aerodynamic resistance at the soil surface (rs

a) is parallel to
both the resistance to convective heat transfer (rs

h) and the resis-
tance to radiative heat transfer rs

r , with its components calculated
as:

rs
a ¼

rs
hrs

r

rs
h þ rs

r
ðD16Þ

where rs
r ¼ rwc

r and rs
h ¼ rs

s.
Table 2 shows the Biome-Property-Lookup-Table (BPLT) used in

the Mu model. As explained by Mu et al. (2011), VPD and Tmin

parameters were derived from calibrations performed by Zhao
et al. (2005), but other parameters were calibrated based on biome
aggregated observed evaporation and Gross Primary Production
(GPP) values at 46 AmeriFlux tower sites, some of which are
included in the current study.

Appendix E. The dynamic roughness parameterization method

In the Su et al. (2001) method, the roughness height for
momentum transfer is calculated as:

z0m ¼ hc 1$ d0

hc

! "
exp $j

g

! "
ðE1Þ

where hc is the canopy height and g is the ratio of friction velocity to
the wind speed at the canopy top, calculated as
g = c1 $ c2 exp($c3CdLAI) with c1 = 0.32, c2 = 0.264, c3 = 15.1 and
the drag coefficient Cd = 0.2. The roughness length for heat transfer
(z0h) can be derived by assuming an exponential relationship

between z0m and z0h as z0h = z0m/exp(jB$1), where B$1 is the inverse
Stanton number. To estimate the jB$1 parameter, the method of Su
et al. (2001) suggests:

jB$1 ¼ jCd

4Ctb 1$ exp $ nec
2

# $# $ f 2
c þ 2f cf s

jgz0m=hc

C't
þ jB$1

s f 2
s ðE2Þ

where fc is the fractional canopy coverage and fs is its complement
(for soil coverage). Ct is the heat transfer coefficient of the leaf, C't is
the heat transfer coefficient of the soil and nec is within-canopy
wind speed profile extinction coefficient.

As noted by Su (2002), the first term of Eq. (E2) follows the full
canopy model of Choudhury and Monteith (1988), the third term is
that of Brutsaert (1982) for a bare soil surface and the second term
describes the interaction between vegetation and a bare soil sur-
face. Following Brutsaert (1999), for a bare soil surface the jB$1

s

is calculated as jB$1
s ¼ 2:46Re1=4

' $ lnð7:4Þ with Re⁄ being the
Reynolds number. More details about the methodology and formu-
lation are available in Su et al. (2001) and Su (2002).

Appendix F. Supplementary material

Supplementary data associated with this article can be found, in
the online version, at http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jhydrol.2015.04.
008.
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Table B1
The Biome-Property-Lookup-Table (BPLT) adopted from Mu et al. (2011). Land covers are defined as evergreen needleleaf forest (ENF), evergreen broadleaf forest (EBF), deciduous
needleleaf forest (DNF), deciduous broadleaf forest (DBF), mixed forest (MF), woody savannahs (WL), savannahs (SV), closed shrubland (CSH), open shrubland (OSH) and cropland
(CRO). GRA class is for grassland, urban and built-up, and barren or sparsely vegetated biomes, collectively.

Crop ENF EBF DNF DBF MF CSH OSH WL SV GRA CRO

Topen
min (!C) 8.31 9.09 10.44 9.94 9.5 8.61 8.8 11.39 11.39 12.02 12.02

Tclose
min (!C) $8 $8 $8 $6 $7 $8 $8 $8 $8 $8 $8

VPDclose (Pa) 3000 4000 3500 2900 2900 4300 4400 3500 3600 4200 4500
VPDopen (Pa) 650 1000 650 650 650 650 650 650 650 650 650
gh (m s$1) 0.04 0.01 0.04 0.01 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.08 0.08 0.02 0.02
ge (m s$1) 0.04 0.01 0.04 0.01 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.08 0.08 0.02 0.02
cL (m s$1) 0.0032 0.0025 0.0032 0.0028 0.0025 0.0065 0.0065 0.0065 0.0065 0.007 0.007
rmin

bl (m s$1) 65 70 65 65 65 20 20 25 25 20 20
rmax

bl (m s$1) 95 100 95 100 95 55 55 45 45 50 50

A. Ershadi et al. / Journal of Hydrology 525 (2015) 521–535 533
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Evaluation at site level (1) 

OBS 
11-layer 
11-layer with Su 

Latent Heat flux @ Walker 
Branch site (TeDBF) 
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Evaluation at site level (2) 

OBS 
11-layer 
11-layer with Su formulation 
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Tests with the Su formulation for z0 

•  At global level  
–  Correlation of month-to-month variations of LE with Jung 

product increases with Su formulation 

Diff correl. Su – Ctrl Su 
Ctrl 
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Developments in the Photosynthesis 
scheme of ORCHIDEE 
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Motivations 

①  To implement an analytical solution solving jointly 
the assimilation, the stomatal conductance and 
the intercellular CO2 concentration 

②  To update the parameterisation and the formalism 
used, in better agreement with recent experiment-
based studies 

③  To better document the overall associated module  
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Three unknowns, three equations 

•  The rate of [CO2] assimilation, A 
–  A = min(Ac, Aj) where AC is the Rubisco-limited rate of CO2 

assimilation             and Aj is the e- transport-
limited rate of CO2 assimilation 

•  Both Ac and Aj  are function of Ci 

•   The intercellular CO2 partial pressure, Ci 
–  Ci = Ca – A ( 1/gb + 1/gs ) where Cs is the leaf-surface CO2 partial 

pressure 
                       gb the boundary-layer conductance 

  
•  The stomatal conductance, gs 

–  gs = g0 + ( A + Rd ) / ( Ci – C*
i ) fVPD where g0 is the stomatal 

conductance         
 when irradiance is 0      
 and Rd the dark respiration  
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Conductances and [CO2] within the leaf 

32 X. Yin, P.C. Struik / NJAS - Wageningen Journal of Life Sciences 57 (2009) 27–38

Fig. 3. The Z scheme for photosynthetic thylakoid reactions showing linear (solid arrows), cyclic and pseudocyclic (dashed arrows) electron transport routes. From reduced
ferredoxin, a fraction, fcyc, of the electrons follows the cyclic mode around PSI. Another fraction, fpseudo, of the electrons that have passed PSI follows the pseudocyclic mode
for supporting processes such as the water–water cycle (WWC, see [69]), or nitrite reduction, or other minor metabolic processes. The remaining fraction, 1 − fcyc − fpseudo,
is transferred to NADP+—the terminal acceptor of the linear electron transport for generating NADPH in support of CO2 reduction or photorespiration. The efficiency of ATP
synthesis along the chain depends on the operation of the Q-cycle. The scheme shows that a fraction, fQ, of the electrons followed the Q-cycle (dotted arrow) through the
concerted action of the Rieske FeS and b6 of the cytochrome b6f complex, and the remaining fraction, 1 − fQ, is transferred directly towards plastocyanin (Pc). Chl, chlorophyll;
h!, photons absorbed either by PSI or by PSII. Redrawn from Yin et al. [70].

Combined measurements of CO2 exchange and chlorophyll flu-
orescence over the range (e.g., low light and high CO2 levels) where
A is limited by Aj, could be used to determine the value of s, that is,
as the slope of linear regression, based on Eq. (12), between A and
Iinc˚2/4, obtained under the non-photorespiratory condition (low
O2 and/or high CO2), at which" * can be practically set to zero [20].

If parameter s is known, the efficiency for converting Iinc into
LET under the strictly limiting light condition, #2(LL), is given by:

#2(LL) = s˚2(LL) (13)

In analogy to Eq. (4), the equation for calculating J but as a func-
tion of incident irradiance can then be established as:

J =

(
#2(LL)Iinc+Jmax−

√
(#2(LL)Iinc+Jmax)2−4$Jmax#2(LL)Iinc

)

2$
(14)

Then, Aj could still be calculated by Eq. (3a), with J being
given by Eq. (14). This way of calibration accounts for any occur-
rence of alternative e− transport. An advantage of using Eq. (14)
with parameter #2(LL) over Eq. (4) is that parameter #2(LL) can be
determined from combined measurements of gas exchange and
chlorophyll fluorescence without the necessity to measure param-
eter ˇ, which is very hard to measure and is often approximated
by total leaf absorptance (note that there is probably significant
absorptance by non-photosynthetic pigments in leaves). With this
calibration procedure, only a single lumped parameter #2(LL) is
needed, obviating the need for knowing individual underlying
parameters ˇ, %2, fcyc and fpseudo, which would need more detailed
measurements to estimate specifically. Yin et al. [20] showed for
wheat leaves, that #2(LL) can be related to leaf nitrogen (N) content
(in g m−2) as: #2(LL) = 0.2048 + 0.0435N. So, if no chlorophyll fluores-
cence or non-photorespiratory measurements were conducted for
performing the aforementioned calibration procedure, #2(LL) can be
first derived practically using this equation.

4. Coupled modelling of C3 photosynthesis and diffusional
conductance

The FvCB-type models, in principle, require Cc to be known a
priori, although Farquhar et al. [3] initially used the intercellular

CO2 level (Ci) in places of Cc of Eqs. (2) and (3a), (3b). Diffusional
conductance (including boundary-layer, stomatal and mesophyll
components) is involved along the path of transfer from ambient
CO2 level (Ca) to Cc (Fig. 4). The first two components determine
the drawdown of Ci relative to Ca. Of the three components, stom-
atal conductance (gs) was formerly considered as most important,
so in applying the FvCB model, Ci was then being treated as equal
to Cc (e.g., [16]). In recent years, mesophyll conductance (gm) for
CO2 transfer has increasingly been found to be small enough for
the existence of a significant drawdown of Cc relative to Ci (see the
review of [39]). As it is the level of Cc rather than Ci that together

Fig. 4. Micrograph of the abaxial surface of a typical leaf, illustrating the pathway
of CO2 transfer from ambient air (Ca) through leaf surface (Cs) and intercellular air
spaces (Ci) to the Rubisco carboxylation-sites in chloroplasts (Cc). Boundary-layer
conductance (gb), stomatal conductance (gs), and mesophyll conductance (gm) are
indicated. Revised from Flexas et al. [39].

Ca gb 

Cs 

gs 

Ci 

gm 

Cc chloroplast 

stomate 

•  Ca : Ambient air CO2 
 partial pressure 

•  Cs : Leaf surface CO2 
 partial pressure 

•  Ci : Intercellular CO2 
 partial pressure 

•  Cc : Chloroplast CO2 
 partial pressure 

•  gb : Boundary-layer 
 conductance 

•  gs : Stomatal 
 conductance 

•  gm : Mesophyll diffusion 
 conductance 
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Solving A, gs and Ci 

•  Often done by numerical iteration approach 

•  In ORCHIDEE, an approximate solution was calculated, 
using the Ci value of the former time step with a 
“relaxation” term 

•  Combining the 3 equations leads to a standard cubic 
equation for A : A3 + pA2 + qA + r = 0 (more details in 
Baldocchi (1994)) 

 
•  Yin et al. (2009) propose an analytical solution for C3 

and C4 plants (All the details in the Appendix of Yin et 
al.) 
–  Three roots, one being most suitable for solving both Ac or Aj 

under any combination of Ci, radiation, temperature and VPD. 
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Temperature response of photosynthesis parameters 

•  Two types of equations are commonly used 

Ea : Activation energy 
Ed : Deactivation energy 
ΔS : entropy factor 
 
 

 

Peak function 

Arrhenius function 
Function used for the all 
temperature-dependant 
parameters except Vcmax 
and Jmax 
 

Function used for Vcmax 
and Jmax 
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Temperature response of photosynthesis parameters 

Peak function 

Arrhenius function 

Temperature (°C) 

•  Arrhenius vs. Peak functions 
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Temperature response of photosynthesis parameters 

•  Formerly, in ORCHIDEE, temperature response for 
Vcmax and Jmax (for C3 species) is defined using Tmin, 
Tmax and Topt with the following equation 

•  For C4 species, the former temperature response is a 
peak function => no change 

f (T ) = kopt
T −Tmin( ) T −Tmax( )

T −Tmin( ) T −Tmax( )− T −Topt( )
2

Peak function with Ea = 71500 J mol-1 

               ΔS = 653 J mol-1 K-1 

               Ed = 200000 J mol-1 

“Old” function with  Tmin=-2°C 
  Tmax=38°C 
  Topt=25°C 

Temperature (°C) 



ORCHIDEE-DEV meeting, 2017 December 5th 

Temperature response of photosynthesis parameters 

•  From reference value at 25°C to reference value at Topt 
(see Medlyn et al., 2002) 

 with                                             in Kelvin 
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Temperature acclimation 

•  Response to long-term temperature 
•  Formerly in ORCHIDEE, only for C3 grass : Tmin, Tmax 

and Topt are function of the long-term temperature 
•  Kattge & Knorr (2007) analysed data, searching for 

temperature acclimation of Vcmax and Jmax related 
parameters 

–  Vcmax,25 

–  Jmax,25 
–  Topt 
–  ΔSJmax and ΔSVcmax 
–  Jmax,25 / Vcmax,25 

p = a + b x tgrowth
   

` 

  with tgrowth the monthly temperature (°C) 
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Temperature acclimation 

•  Response to long-term temperature 
•  Formerly in ORCHIDEE, only for C3 grass : Tmin, Tmax 

and Topt are function of the long-term temperature 
•  Kattge & Knorr (2007) analysed data, searching for 

temperature acclimation of Vcmax and Jmax related 
parameters 

–  Vcmax,25 

–  Jmax,25 
–  Topt 
–  ΔSJmax and ΔSVcmax 
–  Jmax,25 / Vcmax,25 

p = a + b x tgrowth
   

` 

  with tgrowth the monthly temperature (°C) 
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Code management   

•  The new scheme has been merged in the trunk  
–  Revision 2031 – April 2014 

•  No epxlicit documentation but the references used are 
cited both in the diffuco_trans_co2 routine and in the 
parameter module  
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Downregulation of photosynthesys 

•  Done by Shushi Peng (2014) 
•  Photosynthesis could down-regulate the response 

to double CO2 because of  
–  acclimatation to increasing atmospheric CO2 (Sellers et 

al., 1996, Science; Bounoua et al., 1999, J. Clim.)  
–  or limitation by other nutrients (Kattge et al., 2009, GCB; 

Levis et al., 2010, New Phytol.)  
vcmax_downr(jv) =  vcmax(jv) *  

 (un-downregulation_co2_coeff(jv)*log(Ca(:)/
 downregulation_co2_baselevel)) 

⇒ Vcmax ~ 15% lower at 400ppm  
(compared to 280ppm) 



ORCHIDEE-DEV meeting, 2017 December 5th 

References 
•  Baldocchi, D.: AN ANALYTICAL SOLUTION FOR COUPLED LEAF PHOTOSYNTHESIS AND 

STOMATAL CONDUCTANCE MODELS, Tree Physiology, 14, 1069-1079, 1994. 
•  Bernacchi, C. J., Singsaas, E. L., Pimentel, C., Portis, A. R., and Long, S. P.: Improved temperature 

response functions for models of Rubisco-limited photosynthesis, Plant Cell and Environment, 24, 
253-259, 10.1046/j.1365-3040.2001.00668.x, 2001. 

•  Dewar, R. C., Tarvainen, L., Parker, K., Wallin, G., and McMurtrie, R. E.: Why does leaf nitrogen 
decline within tree canopies less rapidly than light? An explanation from optimization subject to a lower 
bound on leaf mass per area, Tree Physiology, 32, 520-534, 10.1093/treephys/tps044, 2012. 

•  Kattge, J., and Knorr, W.: Temperature acclimation in a biochemical model of photosynthesis: a 
reanalysis of data from 36 species, Plant Cell and Environment, 30, 1176-1190, 10.1111/j.
1365-3040.2007.01690.x, 2007. 

•  Keenan, T., Sabate, S., and Gracia, C.: Soil water stress and coupled photosynthesis-conductance 
models: Bridging the gap between conflicting reports on the relative roles of stomatal, mesophyll 
conductance and biochemical limitations to photosynthesis, Agricultural and Forest Meteorology, 150, 
443-453, 10.1016/j.agrformet.2010.01.008, 2010. 

•  Medlyn, B. E., Dreyer, E., Ellsworth, D., Forstreuter, M., Harley, P. C., Kirschbaum, M. U. F., Le Roux, 
X., Montpied, P., Strassemeyer, J., Walcroft, A., Wang, K., and Loustau, D.: Temperature response of 
parameters of a biochemically based model of photosynthesis. II. A review of experimental data, Plant 
Cell and Environment, 25, 1167-1179, 10.1046/j.1365-3040.2002.00891.x, 2002. 

•  Spitters, C. J. T.: SEPARATING THE DIFFUSE AND DIRECT COMPONENT OF GLOBAL RADIATION 
AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR MODELING CANOPY PHOTOSYNTHESIS .2. CALCULATION OF 
CANOPY PHOTOSYNTHESIS, Agricultural and Forest Meteorology, 38, 231-242, 
10.1016/0168-1923(86)90061-4, 1986. 

•  Yin, X., and Struik, P. C.: C-3 and C-4 photosynthesis models: An overview from the perspective of crop 
modelling, Njas-Wageningen Journal of Life Sciences, 57, 27-38, 10.1016/j.njas.2009.07.001, 2009. 


